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tory consideration of social evolution, asserts that we face a so- 
cial revolution that will transfer power from a class to society as 
a whole. In general his conclusions present nothing new, though 
in some cases he makes good statements of commonly accepted 
views. They are marred by an occasional surprising assertion 
and by dogmatism on contested points as in the following: 
"Throughout his too short life Christ was a socialist and his com- 
munist theories undoubtedly led to his tragic end"; "the English 
require anyone ennobled by the King immediately to change his 
name, a wise custom, thanks to which the name of the family is 
not disgraced later by the degenerate descendants of the noble"; 
"the human conflict instead of favoring the stronger individual 
always aids the weaker." The mentioning of one of Zola's char- 
acters to prove that the offspring of great men are apt to be im- 
beciles exemplifies an occasional unscientific argument. All in all 
the book does not seem a very useful one. 

Heebeet E. Mills. 
Vassar College. 

Bulletin Mensuel de I'Institut de Sociologie Solvay. Edited by 
Dr. Emile Waxweilee, Director of the Institute. (Brus- 
sels: Institut de Solvay.) 
Probably the ablest scientific review devoted to sociology is the 
Bulletin Mensuel of the Solvay Institute of Sociology, Brussels, 
Belgium, of which the first number was published January, 1910. 
It is in the strictest sense a scientific periodical, being devoted to 
the review of all articles and books which contribute in any way 
to the explanation of the phenomena of the social life, whether 
they are published under the titles of biology, physiology, psy- 
chology, or those of the several social sciences, history, law, po- 
litical economy, science of religions, ethnography and sociology. 
The review is divided into two parts, the first of which contains in 
place of original articles a dozen or more critical reviews of sig- 
nificant articles and books along sociological lines. These critical 
discussions include works pertaining both to human sociology and 
to general biology, physiology and psychology so far as they 
have a bearing upon sociology. The second part of the Bulletin 
is devoted to a "monthly chronicle," giving lists of recent works 
along all lines which might pertain to the social sciences and brief 
reviews of the more important of these works. There is also a 
portion of this monthly chronicle devoted to scientific news of ac- 
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tivities in social lines in various parts of the world. The Bulletin 
is thoroughly international in its scope, reviewing articles and 
books in all European languages and paying, one may add, es- 
pecial attention to those published in the United States. 

An idea of the scope of the work can perhaps best be obtained 
by giving a list of the critical discussions contained in the first 
half of the April issue. These critical discussions contained the 
following wide variety of titles: "Variations in the effects of 
cerebral lesions of the same localization, according to the degree 
of culture of individuals" ; "Mental reactions and social reac- 
tions"; "Evolution and revolution in epochs of social reorganiza- 
tion"; "Persistence of primitive organization in English society 
of the Middle Ages"; "The determinism of successive adaptations 
in the financial administration of the Romans" ; "Conflict of adap- 
tations in social evolution"; "Concerning the connections between 
technical inventions and their influence upon the organization of 
industry"; "Concerning the role of manufacturing on a large 
scale upon the concentration of certain industries"; "An example 
of the theoretic exaggeration of the social power of money"; 
"The formation of oligarchies in political parties"; "The role of 
logical systems in the movements of opinion"; "The apparent 
social character of prayer"; "The influence of political factors 
upon the evolution of religions" ; "The evolution of assemblies" ; 
"The conditions of the penetration of new ideas in primitive men- 
tality" ; "The role of sociology and that of statistics in the ex- 
planation of social facts"; this last is an able and penetrating 
criticism of certain portions of Ellwood's Sociology and Modern 
Social Problems. 

This periodical can be commended to economists and other stu- 
dents of society, as showing perhaps more clearly than any other 
periodical now published what the scientific sociologist of the pres- 
ent is aiming at. 

La Formation des Prix, des Denrees Alimentaires de Premiere 
Necessite. By Albert Duxac. Librairie des Sciences Poli- 
tiques and Sociales. (Paris: Marcel Riviere et Cie. 1911. 
Pp. 158. 2 fr.) 
The author of this very excellent little book is a recognized 
authority on the present methods of marketing agricultural pro- 
ducts in Europe. In the past he has made some valuable contri- 
butions concerning rural cooperative societies of various kinds, and 



